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HON. JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 13, 2008

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Speaker, on
March 22nd, the people of Taiwan elected a
new President with an impressive voter turn-
out of 76 percent. Outgoing President Chen
Shui-bian and his administration pledged to
transfer power peacefully to the new adminis-
tration. This free and democratic transition
could never have happened on the other side
of the Taiwan Strait, which is why we must
stand with Taiwan and guarantee its survival
against threats from communist China.

Today Taiwan is a prosperous democracy
that serves as a model for countries through-
out the region and the developing world. Un-
fortunately, Taiwan faces a constant threat
from the Chinese mainland. Right now there
are over a thousand Chinese missiles aimed
at Taiwan. The Chinese government has
threatened to use force against Taiwan by
passing the provocative Anti-Secession Law in
2005. The Chinese military buildup along the
Taiwan Strait and the Anti-Secession Law
threaten peace and democracy in the region.
Madame Speaker, | hope you will join me in
commending the Taiwanese people for their
strength and refusal to allow mainland China
to determine their future by force.

The Taiwan Relations Act forms the bedrock
of our Taiwan policy and affirms that the future
of Taiwan should be determined by peaceful
means. The United States should continue to
preserve and enhance the human rights of the
people of Taiwan. As we bid farewell to Presi-
dent Chen and his administration this month,
| know my colleagues will join me in reaffirm-
ing our commitment to preserve the peace,
prosperity and liberty of the free people of Tai-
wan.

———

HONORING THE CITY OF GREENS-
BORO’S BICENTENNIAL CELEBRA-
TION

HON. BRAD MILLER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 13, 2008

Mr. MILLER of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the City of
Greensboro’s Bicentennial Celebration.

Since 1808, the citizens of Greensboro have
been pioneers in manufacturing, education,
and civil rights for North Carolina and our Na-
tion. Greensboro has been and remains a
leader in economic and cultural development
within North Carolina.

Greensboro became the “Gate City” at the
turn of the last century, as North Carolina’s rail
trade and manufacturing center. Greensboro
soon became a leader in North Carolina’s tex-
tile industry. Henry Humphreys opened the
state’s first steam-powered cotton mill, and by
the 1940s, Greensboro businesses were flour-
ishing. Rayon weaving from Burlington Indus-
tries, denim from Cone Mills, and overalls from
Blue Bell became some of the biggest manu-
facturers in the world for their products. In the
late 1980s, the Piedmont Triad International
Airport reestablished Greensboro’s place as a
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travel and transportation hub for North Caro-
lina.

Greensboro has always been at the fore-
front of education in North Carolina. Greens-
boro College, the first state-chartered college
for women, opened its doors in 1833. In 1837,
Quakers founded the first co-educational
school in the state: Greensboro’s "New Gar-
den Boarding School,” known today as Guil-
ford College. Greensboro Technical Commu-
nity College has provided training and edu-
cation since 1958. What began as Women’s
College and is now The University of North
Carolina at Greensboro, and North Carolina
Agricultural and Technical State University, a
historically black land grant institution, are
state leaders in university research, develop-
ment, and art. With such a strong concentra-
tion of academia, Greensboro has naturally
developed a thriving cultural scene, particu-
larly renowned for theater, music, and film.
The last few decades have seen an expanded
public library system, a children’s museum,
the Greensboro Coliseum Complex, and work
in historic preservation.

Greensboro has played a pivotal role in the
struggle for racial equality. Greensboro was a
stop for the Underground Railroad, as citizens
both black and white helped slaves escape to
the North. In 1873, Greensboro founded the
Bennett College for Women to provide edu-
cation to newly emancipated slaves. On Feb-
ruary 1, 1960, four North Carolina A & T stu-
dents sat down at the Woolworth’s white-only
lunch counter. Ezell Blair, Jr., now Jibreel
Khazan, Franklin McCain, Joseph McNeil, and
David Richmond remained seated until the
store closed, and returned the next day. The
“Greensboro Four” inspired similar civil rights
protests all over the South. The sit-in protest
in Greensboro was the moment the civil rights
struggle became a movement. Later, Greens-
boro’s peaceful public school integration was a
model for other communities all over the Na-
tion. Today, Greensboro celebrates a diverse
population, with citizens from Southeast Asian,
Eastern European, Latin American, and Afri-
can communities. Honoring the tradition begun
with the Underground Railroad, Greensboro
welcomes refugees from conflicts around the
world in Sudan, Myanmar, Liberia, and on and
on.

| am proud to honor the Bicentennial Cele-
brations of the City of Greensboro. And hon-
ored to represent its people in the United
States Congress.

———

FRIEDREICH'S ATAXIA
AWARENESS DAY

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 13, 2008

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of Friedreich’s Ataxia Aware-
ness Day, which is recognized each year on
the third Saturday in May. Friedreich’s ataxia
is a life-shortening neurological disorder that is
usually diagnosed in childhood. It causes mus-
cle weakness and loss of coordination in the
arms and legs; impairment of vision, hearing
and speech; scoliosis, diabetes; and a life-
threatening heart condition. Most patients
need a wheelchair full-time by their twenties.
Life expectancy is reduced to early adulthood.
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There is currently no effective treatment or
cure for Friedreich’s ataxia.

Although there is no effective treatment or
cure available, Friedreich’s ataxia patients and
families have more and more reason for real
hope. In fact, that hope has been translated
into increasing confidence that treatment and
a cure for Friedreich’s ataxia will be achieved.
An extraordinary explosion of research in-
sights has followed the identification of the
Friedreich’s ataxia gene in 1996. Since that
discovery, research scientists have learned a
great deal about the disorder. We now know
what defects in the gene cause the disease,
what protein the gene is supposed to produce,
what that protein is supposed to accomplish,
and why a shortage of the protein results in
the cell death that leads to the disease symp-
toms. Investigators are increasingly optimistic
that they are drawing closer to understanding
more fully the causes of Friedreich’s ataxia
and to developing effective treatments. In fact,
they have recently declared that, “in
Friedreich’s ataxia, we have entered the treat-
ment era.” That treatment era is being charac-
terized by the two clinical trials already under-
way and four additional trials to be initiated
over the next 12 months. These investigators
and our patient families believe very strongly
that these clinical trials will result in the first
approved treatments for Friedreich’s ataxia.

At the National Institutes of Health across
the country and around the world, clinical trials
for Friedreich’s ataxia are being conducted on
drugs that hold real promise. Growing co-
operation among organizations supporting the
research and the multidisciplinary efforts of
thousands of scientists and health care profes-
sionals provide powerful evidence of the in-
creasing hope and determination to conquer
Friedreich’s ataxia. There is also a growing
conviction that treatments can and will be de-
veloped for this disease and that the resulting
insights will be broadly applicable across a
wide range of neurological disorders such as
Parkinson’s, Huntington’s and Alzheimer’s.

On the third Saturday of May, events will be
held across our country to increase public
awareness of Friedreich’s ataxia and to raise
funds to support the research that promises
treatments for this disease. | applaud the
Friedreich’s Ataxia Research Alliance, FARA,
for its contributions to these efforts and ask
my colleagues to join me in recognizing May
17, 2008, as Friedreich’s Ataxia Awareness
Day to show our concern for all those families
affected by this disorder and to express our
support and encouragement for their efforts to
achieve treatments and a cure.

————

INTRODUCING LEGISLATION TO
STUDY METHODS OF ERADI-
CATING ASIAN CARP FROM THE
GREAT LAKES ECOSYSTEM, H.R.
6031

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 13, 2008

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, | am proud to
stand here today to introduce legislation which
provides for the exploration of methods to
eradicate the dangerous Asian carp from the
Great Lakes.

Each year, invasive species in the Great
Lakes cause more than $5 billion in economic
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